MEMORIES ® MICKY HORSWILL

Revered on Wearside as one of the legendary FA |
Cup class of 1973, Micky Horswill is today back
where he belongs at his beloved Sunderland. But
the return trip has not been without some
turbulent ups and downs. MARK METCALF
talks to the former Roker Park midfield star

E MIGHT have resembled a
ginger version of the Miky Bar
Kid on his first visk to Roker
Park but like the iful and

football had not given him
his chance to s hine.

And witho ut doubt the
bl ofhis

bespectacied gun-toting

youngster, Micky Horswill's

reputation had preceded him,
That initlal trip to the Sunderland ground

camer amved in 1973and
the now lkegendary FA Cup
final that |s embedded In

S rand folkliore, more so

came at the same time as the precociously
charitable cowboy was finding fame in

as it mmaines the kst
significant trophy the
have sacured.

on ITV disp g
white chocolate during the early 1960s

Fame would come ater for Horswill but,
aged just 11, he discovered that he was
already on the Second Divsion club's radar.

*I was aslightly bullt ginger-haired Kd
with NHS glasses," recalls the 67-yearokl
Horswill. “1 had broken my arm and although
| was off schod | could not play any football,
To cheer me up my dad ook me by bus - it
was three buses intotal- to Cleadonto
watch the first team train. t was raining
heavily and as the squad left the pitch one
asled what | was doing there."

When his dad explained the reason for
their visithe was told tobring his son back
1o Roker Park whare the players showemed
and changed. Fullk-back Cecll Irwin Inv ited
them in and showed them around while
Horswill savoured his first walk on the Roker
Park pitch,

Going up the stairs past manager Alan
Brown's office, the door alongside flew open
and chief scout Charle F erguson emerged
and Inquired who he played br Whenthe
answer came back West Stanley Boys,
Ferguson asked If he was Micky Horswill.

*Ithought it was jo ke, a set-up but when
Cec sakd he did not know who | was and

my dad just went blank | looked at Charfle /

who told me that my appearance,
especially my ginger hair and ghsses,
and the fact | was playing for West
Stanley, meant he knew who | was.,
Fans had been writing to the club to
take a bokat me, Soon after, | was
travelling over to Sunderland for two
nights aweek for training | then
sigmed as a schoolboy at 16 and made
my debut at 19 at Preston North End
late inthe1971-72 season.”
Sunderland with Horswill playing
as a sweepeg wonthe
match 3-1. He never
looked back though
admits hewould,
like many
teenagersin a
region ofhigh
unemployment,
probably have
Joined the
amed forces |1

Horswill takes up the
story on Febnary 24, 1973
when the second-tier
stragg ers travelled to
champilors hip challengers
Manchester City Inthe fifth
round of the competition.

Amassive following went
with them, more in hope
than expectation despite the
galvanising effect of new
manager Bob Stokoe,
evident ina 4-0 thrashing of
Mid diesbrough the previous
waeekend Horswill scoring
his first goal for the club in
defeating thelr local rivals.

Local lad Horswill was not concemed,
however.

“The playems had lstened to the daw or
the fith round. When It came out as away to
Liverpool or M; City the L h
rivals had drawn 0-0 at Anfeld before City

won the eplay 2-0) | was
~ 4 keen to play elther
N side
A \ ‘Before kick-oft
| saw Mike
Summerbee,
Denis Law
and Francis
Lee. | thought
this is the sort
ofplace |
want to be
playing, |
was raring
togo.*
A crowd of
54478,

~ . = a

boosted by same fans of neighbouring
United whose game had been postponed,
saw Tony Towers open the scoring for the
home side as a predictable City vctory
looked on the cards. Sunderdands FA Cup
firal win in 1967 seemad destined 1o remain
thelr solitary success In the final.

Then Horawill tock a chance that tumed
the tie on its head.

Goalkeeper Joe Comigan played a short
goal-kick to Willie Donachie and the
Sunderland midfelder sprin ted towards the
left-back, who stepped Into the box to
receive the ball and force a retake while
Horswill jogged back towards the hallway
line.

*I thought he mightdo Itagain, | gambled
and as Joe Comigan kicked the ball | began
running orward and got there first. Then
when Mike Doyle got batween me and the
goal | chipped the ball over him before
driving It beyond Joe Corrigan. | went a bit
mental.”

Sunderand ook the lkead when Billy
Hughes finished off a counter attack but City
forced a replay when, under pressure from

. Rodhey Marsh, Jm Mon tgomery punched

a Summerbee corner into his owngoeal
for 2-2,

Luton Town athome was the
prize for the victors and ina game
generally regarded as one of the
best post-war matches at
Roker Park, Sunderland
prevalied 3-1. Those who

saw both consideriton

ONE AND ONLY: Micky Horswill (far
left) celebrates with Dennis Tueart,
Vic Halom, Richie Pitt and Billy
Hughes at Wembley in 1973 and inset,
Horswill's favourite football

ph h from the
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“Most of our fans were in
the opposite Kop Endand |
sald we should run tow ards

P them. The cheers were
i at

Fmdyon?

a parwith the legendary victory that saw
lehampions Sunderfand beat thee-
times title-winners Arsenal 54 In 1935,

And In front of an alk-ticket crowd of

51,782, Horswlll was again to the fore in his
g of the ghbred Calin
Bell, a player he admired greatly.

“Bell could be very quietina match, Hs
side might be under pressure but then whe n
City made a breakaway and a cross fom
elther wing came Into the op posing box you
would see him on the end of it to score. If he
had beenanathlete he would have made the
Olympics. He was a great box-to-box player.”

Theside's esuigence was based on
Stokoe's willingness to allow Dennis Tueart
and Hughes 1o swap roles during games
according to Horswill.

“Alan Brown, cur previous manager, used
tactics that were too restrictive and he
refused to allow Billy and Dennis to play their
ratuml games. Stokoe ket them mam more
freely and their pace destroyed sides.”

Sunderiand thendes patched Luton 2-0
with recent signing Ron Guthrie and Dave
Wa tson both scoring from seco nd-ha if
comers before a crowd of 53,151, Arsenal at
Hilsborough awa ited In the sems. The
Gunners had reached the final in the two
previous seasons and were strong hvourites
to make it atreble but a mistake by centre-
half Jetf Bloc M ey all owed Vic Halom to beat
Bob Wikon and give Sunderia nd an early
lead In the second half, Hugh es rose to head
pastWikon at the Leppings Lane End, the
Scotjoined in celebration by Horswill.

Incredible and that photo of
Billy and me s my favourite
football photograph and it
hangs up at home (Hughes
. died in Dece mber last yean).
— I really miss Billy. | saw
him just before he died. As a

Hillborough

knew it was not going to be an easy time."
Horswill stuck to his pb and Glies was to
P an miortable 90
with the Irishman often forced to rush his
passes It is history, of course, that
Porterfield, rejected by Leeds as a youngster,
struck a powerful shot with his ‘wrong' right
foot to score the only goal of the game and
Montgomery produced his 'double ' save
from Trevor Cherry's header and Lorimer's
follow-up. In truth, Leeds created few mal

young player at Sund d
when we eturned from
away matches | could not
et bac k home to my home
at Annfield Plain, near
Stanley, as | dd not have a
car. Bllly and Linda, his wife,
put up a bed for me to stay
ovemight, They named their
son after me and | am the
godfather to his daughter

“When| later fell cut with
Bob Stokoe , who kept
taking me off in games, Billy
tried to persuade me 1o just
stay patient and not get
ang y with the boes. |
sometimes did not listen to
his advice mind!"

Despite alate Arsenal
revival, Sundertand held on
1o win 2-1 and the cheers
when Bob Stokoe came out
of the dmess ing mom 20
minutes after the game had
ended reduced many
travelling fans to tears.

and the end Halom broke
cleat *| was determined to get up and | was
shouting like mad for him to pass the ballto
me on his right as he got into the peralty
box. | would have had an open goal. He shot
Into the side netting | had run from our
penalty area. | was knackered."

Sunderland deservedly hung on and when
the final whistle sounded, Stokoe dashed on
o the fleld to hug Meontgomery In joyous
ce kbration.

Not that Horswill remembers much about
events that day.

“It all seemed to flash by. As a kid | would
watch the firal and then play in the little
backyard we had. | would be bothteams and
| would go up afterwards to collect the
trophy. | can remember those games more
than Wembley in 1973, Fortunately | have
watched It on TV since.”

Yetby ransfer deadline the following year
Horsw lll was gone from his beloved Roker
Park, transferred to Maine Road along with
Tueart whilke Towers moved In the op pos ite
direction as part of the deal.

*Stokoe just didn't fancy me and | was not
glven any opportunity to say | wouldn't make

Next up In the Wembley
final were overwh elming
favour! tes and cup holders Leeds Uni tad with
historical precedence hardly In favour of the
underdog, West Bromw ich being the last
Second Division side to lift the trophy In
1931, Horawlll had no such qualms.

*I knew we would win - | never d it

the ferto [ City with Dennis
Tueart. | wanted to stay at home with
Sunderland.”

Following his debut on March 13,1974 in
a 0-0 Manchester derby he went cut for a
drink with Summe rbee, who took him to
George Best's pub. A porten tous nightout

for amoment. | think my young age meant |
did not have time to gat worried.

“On the day, no one In our side had a bad
game and Dave Watson was the best plyer
on the pitch. We had been told by the
manager thathe was concem ed about Eddie
Gray's abliity out on the left wing. He had

‘We by great friends, Later when |
had my own pub In Fishbum, George would
come up and play pool there. Everyone
wanted to play him! When | was playing in
Hong Kong he vsited on five or mome
occaslona”

Horawill also became good friends with
Rodney Marsh. Unlike Tueart, hewas always

asked captain happy to go cut
m'::‘",.“ “It all seemed to flash by. As a kid | :xm’;’;’
bac k Dick would watch the final and then play | ke nights took
:":b"'fﬂ"“" in the little backyard we had. | would m“"-m
“,;34,,,,." be both teams and | would go up W’:m
that Eddie was | afterwards to collect the trophy. | can | brCity bebore
taken off inthe Plymouth
Ssoona hei® remembe.r those games more than Al ond
With K err Wembley in 1973. Fortunately | have | him hopeto
out of micfeld watched it on TV since.” resurrect his
It left Horswill career with his
and lan ormer

Porterfiekd tasked to keep Billy Bremnerand
John Giles quiet Soon after the game started
Montgome ry punched away a Peter Lorimer
corner to just cutside the area.

*As It bounced | saw Glles was getting to
the ball. | aimed to get there and show him |
was the boss, He ha if-volleyed the ball
superbly outto Lorimer and | thought wow. |

Sunderland me ntor influantia | in the affair,
“Alan Brown was like a father to me. He
signed me and helped develop me as a
player Whenlwas atalow ebb after| had
moved to ManchesterCity it was him who
persuaded Plymouth's new boss Tony
Walters 1o take a gamble and sign me. When
Continued on next page»

| was phoned and as ked abo ut moving by
Alan | packed my bags and took the next
train down to Devon where | was met by
Alan, who by then was living In nearby
Bodmin.”

Horaw il made his debut on the opening
dayof the 1975-76 season and a few weeks
later was part of the newly promoted
Plymouth sidewho beat Sunderdand 1-0 at
Home Park

“We had a decent side with Paul Mariner
and Billy Ratie ity up front. | liked Plymouth
and the people down there are great. Argyle
fans are very passionate about theirteam.”

Such was his initial good formthat
England manage r Don Revie, who had
Included the City midfielder in the England
squad along with his colleagues Bell, Marsh
and Tueart, came to watch him play for
Argyle. While his performance drew Reve's
praise there would be no furthe rea ll-ups for
his country

Horsw il made 33 appearances in1975-76

but the following season Rafferty and

Mariner were allowed to deparnt by the board

and without them Argyle were rel egated,
Walters sacked.

In 1977-78, the Devon club continued to
struggle. Horswill scored in a 3-3 draw at
Port Vale and after Bradford City w ere
thrashed 6-0 atHome Park on
thefinal day, Horswill returned [
north to sign for Hull City He
had made 118 appea mnces
for Argyle, who he later faced
for his new side In the 197879
season. Following a typically
obustchalienge he was
booked after seven seconds in
a game the Tigers won 43!

His Mancunian connections
had enabled his mowe to Hull,
having befriended United's
former player and manager
Wilf McGuinness, who In his
role as assistant on
Humbermside persuaded his
boss Mike Smith tosign him.

Aferfinshing inthe top
half of the Third Division in
197879 miegation was only
Just avoided the following
season in20th
place. In 1980-
81, bereft of
finances, the
Tigers finished in
last plce and
were relegated to
the bottom tiec
The loss of
prolfic striker
Keith Edwards at
the startof the
following season
to ShefMeld
United, where
Edwards scored
the goals that
tock the Blades
10 top spot in the
Fourth Division,
meant Hull
finished outside
the promotion
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HISTORY MAN

IN RECENT yenrs Micky Horswill has
worked as mayoral escort for a long-term
friend Linda Scanion, who as a city
counc llor became Mayor of Sunderiand.

He performed alot of work for charities,
Including many associated with the armed
forces.

He & also & keen fan of the Sunderand
Fars Mweum (bebw). *it b brillant,* sald
Horswill. “Michael Ganley has used his own
maoney 1o buy memorabilia and to set up and
run this venue that is open dally

“Any fan of either t eam, including oppo sing
sdes, who are coming to the Stadium of Light
must come and visk. &t is really fascinating.”

1 . 1k

pack.
Horswlill himself played well encugh on
the pitch but off it his physical healthwas a

LEGENDS: Malcolm Macdonaki, Bernie Skwven and Micky Horswill

concern, scarcely baing ablke to walk when
arising from bed In the mornings. In his late
208, like many of his peers, he underwent
regular cortisone injections to be fit for
purpose on a Saturday afterncon.

At 29 and set to retire, hew as given an
oppor tunity to sign for the Happy Valley Club
InHong Kong. Four owners of the club had
arrived for a week in England seeking players
but the weathe rwas so bad that virtually the
only game to go ahead anywhere throughout
their stay was a match between Hull and
Scunthorpe. After watching the action they
asked Horsw ill and Hull striker Bllly
Whitehurst, who being slightly younger
tumed down the chance of an extended trip
to the Far East. Horswill had made 84
appearances, scoring six imes curing his
Boothterry Park tenure. Joining him in Hong
Kong was Bobby Mocre who signed for
Eastern AA at the same time,

“First game | played | scored the winner in
a cup fimaland hundreds celebrmated by
following me home. Whilstl was there | met
the Harle m Gobetrotters bas katball glants
and | also visited places in China where they
had never seen white people and | would
have my skin felt. | enjoyed the time there,
seeing places | would never have visited
otherw ise.”

Retwming to England, he
played very briefly for Carlisle
United and non-Leagu e Barrow
before he went into the pub
§ business. When the recession
of the 1980s hit the north-east
hard he lost everything. Friends
who had businesses, including
George Reynolds, the later
falled ownerof Darington,
helped look after him.

“My lucky break was when |
got involved in a dailly radio
show on Real Radio and later
Star Radio alongs e
Middlestrough's Bemie Slaven
and Newcastle legand Makolm
Macdonald. The Three Legends
phone Inwas so much funand |
also went to watch Sunderland
play every weekand. | was able
over eight years to save some
money which
| have
Invested
wisely in
proper ty"
added
Horswill, who
Is now back
working for
Sunderand
by
e ntertaining
corporate
guests on
match days
atthe
Stadium of
Light

A
satistying
complketionto
the circle of
| life no doubt.




